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History

Intersex were 
considered 
something normal 
in the Ancient 
Civilizations.



History

Judaism have seven genders, 
including 4 types of intersex.

Intersex were part of the Two 
Spirits in Native America.



History

In the Middle Ages 
the preoccupation 
was about 
homosexuality and 
not the fact that 
intersex were 
seem as unnatural.



History

“But my good 
woman, You 
are a man!” –
medical article 
from 1886.
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History

Herculine Barbin
(1838 – 1868). 
Forced to live as  
male and 
committed suicide.

Photo CC BY-SA 3.0

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Edward_Coke,_The_First_Part_of_the_Institvtes_of_the_Lawes_of_England_(1st_ed,_1628,_title_page)_-_20131124.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0


History

Dr John Money 
“Intersex could be 
fixed by using 
surgeries to make 
the baby normal”



History

Dr Money: Gender 
is a learned by 
socialization.

Case John/Joan 
(David Reimer).



Human rights and 
legal issues



IGM 

Intersex Genital Mutilation and 
Forced Hormone Treatment.



IGM 

Intersex Genital Mutilation and 
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IGM 

Intersex Genital Mutilation and 
Forced Hormone Treatment.



Ednanci Silva 

Intersex Athlete.
Forced to undergo HRT and genital 
surgeries to compete.



Caster 
Semenya 

Judgement against the IAAF for the 
right of compete.



Why Intersex is in 
the LGBTI?



Intersex in the 
LGBTI 
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Intersex in Brazil



Bolsonaro

• Discourse:

• Racism

• Homophobic (includes all LGBTI)

• Traditional Brazilian Family is the 
majority and “the inority has to 
bend to the majority”.

• Anti-Feminist.

• Anti-Activist.

• Etc…
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Bolsonaro



Alexander 
Ohasi



Damares:
Boys wear blue 
and girls wear 
pink.



Federal Council 
of Medicine 
(CFM) –
1.664/2003

One of the most controversial issues pertaining to interventions in 
the child is the conduct of newborns with ambiguous genitalia. No 
one can guarantee that, despite the most discerning concepts, the 
late sexual definition of this person will follow what was 
determined early in life. Nor can it be generalized, by isolated 
situations, that the sexual definition can only be made at later 
ages. There will always be the possibility that an individual does 
not follow the sex that has been defined to him, however rigorous 
he may be in the criteria. On the other hand, an early, but 
inadequate, definition can also be disastrous.

There are those who advocate the cause of non-intervention 
until the person can self-define sexually. However, there are no 
long-term studies on the individual, social, legal, affective and even 
sexual repercussions of a person who, while not sexually defined, 
lived years without established sex.



Federal Council 
of Medicine 
(CFM) –
1.664/2003

Faced with these two extremes, there is a need for a 
multidisciplinary evaluation where all aspects are discussed 
and analyzed, so that the possibility of dissatisfaction is 
minimal.

The research, in these situations, should be performed by 
a multiprofessional team, encompassing several specialties: 
surgery, endocrinology, radiology, child psychiatrist, pediatrics, 
clinic, genetics and others depending on the patient's need. 
The main objective of this team is not only to discover the 
etiology of the anomaly of sexual differentiation, but to obtain 
a rational definition about the sex of creation more advisable.



Medical 
interventions

CFM 1664/2003

➢They know that the assignment of a 
biological sex can be the wrong one.

➢Use “the lack of research” about late medical 
intervention to justify the IGM. Why there is 
no research? Because there are no subjects 
because of the surgeries…

➢ Social, legal and affective repercussions are 
the most important. Not the mental and 
body health of the intersex person. In other 
words, it is about the society not the person.



Intersex Voices



ABRAI and 
Maria 

Berenice Dias.



Luiza Freitas



Jacob



Amiel Vieira



Ernesto Denardi



Shay Bittencourt



Jessica Tenorio



ABRAI
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Intersex Ireland


